
Thomas Prince School Council meeting

March 23, 2021

3pm Google meets

Purpose of Meeting: Collaboratively develop and monitor school improvement efforts in
regards to our SIP and the current state of our school during the pandemic.

Agenda

Members in Attendance: Carrie St. Pierre, Timothy Sawyer, Tammy Boyle, Denise Prunier, Corey
Burnham-Howard, Anne McCluskey, Asima Silva, Katey Palumbo, Madison Perry, Rachael Lee,
Colleen McMullin

New Members for Next School Year in Attendance: Mary Powell, Julie Roczniak, Judith Russo

Members Not in Attendance: Rick Thebeau, Deborah Cox,

Also in Attendance: Amanda Martinez (Assistant Principal)

1. Welcome and update on new members (teachers- Julie Roczniak, Judy Russo, Mary Powell,
students- Madison, Madelyn (alternate), Lauren, Declan) No parent interest yet… another
communication will be sent out,voand PTA will help with any voting process needed.

2. Approval of Minutes (shared electronically today)

Motion to Approve: Carrie St. Pierre



Seconded: Anne McCluskey

Minutes approved unanimously

3. Update on Full Return

● Data on number of students opting for full return

Tammy Boyle shared current data from the district survey on the return to full in-person
learning.  About 94% of TPS students plan to come back full time. The district is still
providing flexibility for families to change from in- person to remote or from remote to in-
person at any point up through the end of the 2020-2021 school year. Desks have been
returned to classrooms and teachers are preparing their rooms and instruction to support
all students with this transition expected to happen April 5, 2021.

● Data on transportation

Tammy Boyle shared that TPS will have a little over 60% of students opting for bus
transportation based on the district survey. There will remain flexibility to get a bus seat
(even if a parent opted for no bus on the district survey), but it sometimes takes a few days
or so to make those arrangements if a route has not already been established for a student.
Students will not be allowed on other busses for play dates etc. If there are child care
emergencies, we will look at that on an individual basis.  There will be assigned seating for
all students on the bus.  The bus seats will be labeled with numbers and the bus drivers will
have a copy of the assigned seating.



● New guidelines

Tammy Boyle shared more about the new guidelines in place as students return to full in-person
learning on April 5th.  There will be 3 feet distance between students in a classroom, and the
lunch room will now have 6 foot distance between seats with masks off.  We will use the gym and
cafeteria for lunches.  We have been able to manage all three custodian schedules so we have
one in each lunch area and one cleaning the bathrooms throughout the day.

● Concerns for drop off and pick up (traffic)

Tammy Boyle shared that there is a concern regarding traffic and parent drop off with large
numbers of drop offs expected.  There will possibly be a staggered arrival to keep traffic
moving quickly and safely, but this is still being worked out at this time. Tammy Boyle has
reached out to the Princeton Police Department with the concerns.

Member Timothy Sawyer: Will they redo the bus routes? Tammy Boyle explained the bus
company will redo the routes.

Member Corey Burnham- Howard: Will students still be eating at desks?  Tammy Boyle
explained we will use some tables and mostly desks for lunch.

Tammy Boyle also shared that several homeschool students are coming back.

Member Katey Palumbo: What will it look like if a teacher remains remote?  Tammy Boyle



explained we will continue to have remote teachers instruct with a paraprofessional
remaining in person in the classroom to monitor.

Member Corey Burnham-Howard: - If 94% of the students are returning, we won’t have a
large remote group, but we could have close contacts who may need quarantine.  Will
classes keep the same link to continue remote instruction in those cases? Tammy Boyle
explained teachers have been asked to continue with a remote instruction option, and the
only time that would not happen is if 100% of students are in person on a given day.

Member Asima Silva: How are we going to handle hands on for remote? Tammy Boyle explained
that there are not many hands on experiences at this time because we still need to follow
guidelines and not share materials.  When teachers have done STEAM activities, they have been
activities that students complete at home so they can use their own materials.  We are trying to
replicate some of the PLTW modules with modifications, but it is not going to look the way we
would like it to look this year.

4. School Improvement Plan

● Adjusted Action Steps

Tammy Boyle: Last meeting the Council talked about extending the timeline because
of the challenges with COVID-19.  One thing we want to do is expand ST Math to
different grade levels.

Member Carrie St.Pierre described ST Math (pictorially based math support) as a
program with a science approach and a different scope and sequence from the one
used in 5th grade math. It has been great for differentiation and moving kids forward,
and she is finally seeing how the kids are reflecting and connecting skills worked on



in the past months with math standards they are working on now.  The program has
not been used to the full extent this year, but the teachers are looking forward to it
next year.

New Member Julie Roczniak: How much time is required for ST Math? Does it get
progressively harder?  Does this cost anything? Member Carrie St.Pierre: The
program requires  90 minutes/week for grades 3-8, and 60 minutes/week for grades
K-2.  Initially 5th grade would have used it during the Advisory period. It follows a
track designed based on data.  It may pace students differently based on data.  The
teacher adds assignments and objectives based on strengths and weaknesses.

Tammy Boyle added we received a grant and the remainder comes out of the
instructional budget.  Budget should be connected to the School Improvement Plan,
so it is supported in the budget.

Tammy Boyle asked music and band teachers Judith Russo and Mary Powell to tell
the Council more about Arts Workshop.

New Members Judith Russo and Mary Powell: This year we have added in a grade 5
and grade 6 workshop working on wellness (yoga, soothing music, art that helps
relax).  We are taking all of the specials areas and finding ways to tie them together.
We have some ideas on a music performance, plans to go outside so we can do
some singing now that it is allowed.  Future end of the year performances may not
include K-8.  It will include some grade levels. Grades 5 and 6 may have guided
meditation or yoga accompanied by art and music. The Specials team is looking for
a virtual option that is educationally valuable.

Member Corey Burnham-Howard- Have you looked at a plan for graduation?



Tammy Boyle: DESE shared guidelines on graduation.  We are reviewing now as
there are limits/constraints.

Tammy Boyle: Beginning of May includes Teacher Appreciation week, so please
reach out with any ideas to celebrate our teachers.

Member Asima Silva: Only heard positives about TPS. Students have learned
during this time, and everyone’s hard work is evident.

6. Items for next meeting:

- Meet in May, and plan to send parent survey in April for full opening (in- person and remote
families)

- Update on Graduation Plans for 8th graders

6. Adjourn


